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Town of Gordonsville, Virginia 

Agenda Item Summary 

June 15, 2020 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

In 2018 the Gordonsville Police Department utilized the federally-funded Edward T. Byrne Grant to 

purchase ballistic vests for its officers. Unfortunately, the vests purchased are inferior in quality and, 

after only two years of use, are in poor condition. Additionally, the vests are only rated at level II and 

offer limited ballistic protection and no stab protection.  

 

The company from which the vests were purchased no longer exists; replacement parts to refresh the 

vests are not available, and other companies that might sell the needed parts will not make them available 

for the brand of vests purchased for our department. Additionally, the style of vests purchased portray 

a more aggressive image that is not representative of the professional and approachable image desired 

for our department as they are worn on the outside of the uniform as opposed to being worn underneath. 

 

Chief Arrington has researched available vests and has located a reputable, well-established company 

that specializes in providing ballistic armor to law enforcement agencies throughout the country. 

Additionally, the company offers a ballistic vest that is rated at protection level III-A, which is the 

National Institute of Justice Standard (NIJ) across the nation. To purchase vests needed for the 

department will cost $10,000. 

 

Because the vests currently worn by the department were purchased with the Edward T. Byrne Grant in 

2018, the Town is not eligible to qualify for another ballistic vest Byrne grant until 2022. Chief has 

exhausted all efforts in finding other grants to purchase new vests.  

 

In January, Council appropriated funding for the new P25 police radio system the Town needed to be 

compatible with the County’s new communications system. Because of the County’s funding 

contribution toward the radio system purchase, as well as the USDA Rural Development grant awarded 
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to the Town for the purchase, the Town’s contribution toward the radio system purchase is less than 

what was appropriated, as shown below: 

 

Radio System Expense  $   59,122  

Orange County contribution  $ (15,000) 

USDA Rural Development funding  $ (20,600) 

Balance to be paid by Town  $   23,522  

  

Town Appropriation  $   59,500  

  

Town funds remaining  $   35,978  

 

Chief is respectfully requesting that Council permit $10,000 of the remaining radio purchase funds be 

used to purchase quality ballistic vests that are not only less aggressive in their appearance, but also 

provide the proper level of protection for the Town’s police officers. The new vests will last 

approximately five years, allowing Chief to establish a schedule for vest replacement that, moving 

forward, permits the use of the Edward T. Byrne Grant every four years. 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

 

Staff recommends that Council allocate $10,000 unspent from funding appropriated for the purchase of 

police radios for the purchase of ballistic vests for the Police Department, as presented.  

 

 

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION:  

 

“Motion to allocate $10,000 unspent from funding appropriated for the purchase of police radios for the 

purchase of ballistic vests for the Police Department, as presented.” 

 

 


